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= BRADFORD LOCAL PLAN
We take the Hberty of, actually, pastiug this letier, writlen by Sir Rodney Bracke, simplv beciuse we
agree compleicly with the sentimGars 1 GXPFOSSEs.
The ridicrlens Tesce decision was madts despite the objections of {he imajority of Dkley citizens aml
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their Parish Coumncil.
We musi aehieve A beligr CuteDims this tne.
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Bracdford Local Pian

| am 2ghast at the praposal in the Bradford Local Pian to buitd BO0 houses in
1klsy 2nd Ben Rihydding. The reasons why this prospect appals me are as
tollows.

1, lkley is the jewel in the Crown of Bradferd. It provides &
recreational fung for the city dwetlers of West Yorkshire, a rele it
has Fulfitled since the industrialisation of Bradford and Leeds in
the nineteenth century, The novels of Howard Spring and J B
eriestley illustrale the way in which city dwellers have delighted
in escaping to lkley for more than a hundred years. Likiey Moor
still attracts taousands of urban dwellers who enjoy there the fresh
air and the outstanding views of the surrounding couniry. That
country will be defaced by the impasiiion of 800 new buildings.
2. Together with Faworth, Jlkley is Bradford's fgjor tourist
attraction. It creates jobs in: the Bradford Distnct becsuse of ils
heautiful cudlook, This would be blotted by the infliction of 860
houses, Jobs would be lost as 2 result. Hkley is aliso a Festival
town: its Festivais attract many visiiors. The increase in
urbanisation threatened by the proposed development would
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severely diminish the attractivensss of the town and its ability to
attract fourists and generate Jobs.
3. The road network in Okley is alieady creaking. Trafhe jams
on the A65 are commaon. At peak times, there is frequently a
queue of traffic stretching far over a mile along the A6S o either
side of the Tidey town centre. The planned buitding of a
superstore in Railway Road will itself bring the central road
neiwork to breaking point. The waffic generated by the occupants
of 800 houses will complete the devastation and extend thc traffic
paralvsis at peak dines.
4. The only main road aceess to Tikley is on the AGS, Other
roads are minor, Traffic generaied by the proposed development
wil!l exacerbate the existing traffic jams on the A65 and severely
limit the abikity of the emergency services lo reach the town,
5 The schools in fkley are already Tull. Tris often impossible
for existing residents 1o secure & place for their chitdren in the
Tikley schools. The problem woubd be even worse with the
children from the 800 homes competing for school places.
6. ‘Thers is subsiantial commuting traffic on the train senvice to
Leeds and Bradford, which is already over-crowded at peak
times. The service cannot accommodate the exira traffic
generated by 800 new dwellings,
7. Fiooding in the lower areas of the wwn is already frequent.
‘The recent inundaijons have demonstraied the result if concrets
replaces soit: flcods resul: from the removal of natural drainage.
8 Carparking in the centre of Dkley is aiready at a premium.
Tt is often impessible to find a space i the car parks, Cars are
parked on residential roads. Car parking extends onto yoads well
away from the town centre, On Middleton Avenue, for example,
cars will e parked on both sides of the road for nearly a mmie
from the town cenire, often causing problems for through taffic.
The existing problem would be severely exacerbated by the
building of 800 dwellings,
¢ The other infrasracture services of Tkiey are not designed
1o cope ‘with the population genaraled by 800 new dwelings. 15
particuiar water supply at the vop of the fown i3 already
vulnerable o interruphion.
10. The development proposed would nibble at the green belt,
precipitating the ribbon development which planning policies
have hitherto been at such paias to avoid.

In the Bradfard and Keighley aress are substantial tracts of derelict brownfield
land. They exist in areas where demand for local services has dedined because
of falling pepuiation. The brownfield sites should be develeped before
removing the greenfield sites of llkley. Copstruction of new dwellings in the
declining areas of Bradford and Keighley would help to regenerate districls
which are suffering from econamic deciine. In such areas new housing would
improve rather than deface the local enviropment. It is in those areas that new
housing is reeded and to whidh it should be directed.

Yours sincerely

I R



